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Legislation Outlawing Money Bond in Illinois to be Introduced Friday in Springfield 
 
Chicago, Illinois -- The idea that people are innocent until proven guilty is a bedrock principle 
of America’s judicial system, but the widespread practice of requiring people to pay money bond 
for their freedom while they await trial incarcerates tens of thousands of poor Illinois residents 
without a conviction each year. At a press conference Friday, February 10 at 9:30 am at the 
Thompson Center, 15th Floor Blue Room (photo ID required), State Representative 
Christian Mitchell (D-26) and activists will announce the introduction of the Equal Justice 
for All Act (HB3421) that will eliminate money bonds in Illinois and greatly reduce the 
number of people incarcerated in Cook County Jail, while protecting public safety and 
freeing public resources for investments in programs that strengthen communities. 
 
Find an electronic copy of the Equal Justice for All Act here: http://bit.ly/2kYZe8q 
 
“Because I did not have the money to pay my bond, I lost both of my jobs, and my mother and I 
almost lost our apartment.  More than a year later, we are still trying to recover and get back 
everything I lost.  My life was ruined,” said Tyler Smith, who spent seven months on home 
confinement before the Chicago Community Bond Fund posted his $2,500 bond. The criminal 
charge against Tyler was ultimately dismissed. 
 
“Poverty is not a crime, but the widespread use of money bonds results in the incarceration of 
people simply for being poor,“ said Pastor Dwayne Grant of The People’s Lobby. “In Cook 
County poverty runs largely along the lines of race, so money bond is also a racist policy.” 
 
“Incarceration without trial is fundamentally unjust and has devastating consequences for 
communities. And putting people in jail before trial increases their likelihood of committing future 
crimes, so it's not keeping us safer,” said State Representative Christian Mitchell. “It is also a 
terrible misuse of public resources that could be invested in education, social services or other 
programs that strengthen our communities.” 
 
The Equal Justice for All Act will: 

● Prohibit the use of money bonds in Illinois, so that access to money is no longer the 
deciding factor in whether someone is incarcerated while awaiting trial; 

● Release people charged with nonviolent offenses on their own recognizance and provide 
pre-trial support services to increase court appearances by the accused; and 

● Preserve judicial discretion to order detention or electronic monitoring for people found to 
have a risk of harming others. 

 
About ninety-five (95) percent of people in Cook County Jail are awaiting trial, and sixty-two (62) 
percent of them cannot afford to pay their money bond. Over 4,400 people in Cook County Jail 
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at any given time are there because they are poor, and less than five (5) percent of people in 
Cook County Jail are serving a sentence for a guilty verdict.  
 
Pre-trial incarceration has devastating consequences for people, often including the loss of jobs, 
housing, child custody, and medical and disability benefits. It can also result in injury, and even 
death, due to inadequate medical care or violence experienced in jail. It is also extraordinarily 
expensive. According to Sheriff Tom Dart, it costs at least $150 per day to incarcerate a person 
in the Cook County Jail and much more if they have special medical or mental health needs.  
 
The People’s Lobby trains and organizes people to understand, build, and exercise power 
through collective action so that powerful decision-makers act in ways that serve our interests, 
not just the interests of the wealthy and big corporations. 
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