
NAVIGATING OUT OF LICENSE 
SUSPENSION IN CHICAGO 
The routes Chicago drivers can take to get their license back 

UPDATED: 11/15/2019 8pm 

Route 1 
1. If in compliance (City Sticker purchased) by Oct. 31, 2019, apply for City Sticker Debt Relief 

between Nov.15—Dec. 15, 2019. 
2. If City Sticker debt forgiveness reduces the amount of tickets owed to less than 10, license 

suspension is rescinded!   
Process: Individuals will receive email notification to confirm approval of city sticker 
ticket debt relief and eligibility to have license suspension rescinded after Dec. 31, 
2019. License reinstatement is processed through the Secretary of State at a $70 
reinstatement fee.  

3. Get on payment plan* for other debt, if applicable.  

Route 2 
1. If in compliance (City Sticker purchased) by Oct. 31, 2019, apply for City Sticker Debt Relief 

between Nov.15—Dec. 15, 2019. 
2. If amount of non-driving tickets owed is still greater than 10, enroll in an extended or hardship 

payment plan.* 
3. If eligible/can afford to enroll in an extended or hardship payment plan*, license can be 

reinstated. 
Process: The process to request a license reinstatement has not changed under new City 
law. The City of Chicago will provide individuals with documentation (which may cost 
$20) to apply for license reinstatement at the Secretary of State. License reinstatement 
is processed through the Secretary of State at a $70 reinstatement fee. 

Route 3 (Dead End)  
If ineligible for City Sticker ticket debt forgiveness—or if non-driving tickets still exceeds 10—and 
driver cannot afford payment plan entrance, wait for license suspension to be lifted when State 
law (The License to Work Act) takes effect on July 1, 2020.   

 
 
 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/citystickerdebtrelief/home.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/citystickerdebtrelief/home.html


**Relevant Payment Plans 
Extended: Pay 50% debt   
     OR 
Hardship:  

• If driver is requesting the release of vehicle booted or impounded or release of 
driver’s licenses suspension for the first time: Pay down payment ($25 minimum) 
+ certification/boot/tow/storage fees 

• If driver did not complete previous payment plan, i.e. second time requesting 
payment plan: Pay $100 + certification/boot/tow/storage fees 

• If driver has not successfully completed the two prior payment plans, i.e. third+ time 
requesting payment plan: Pay 25% of total debt 

 

Note: The License to Work Act, which was passed by the Illinois General Assembly on October 29, 2019, 
and is expected to be signed by Governor Pritzker, establishes that driver’s license suspension can no 
longer be used as a means to collect debt on *most* non-driving violations, including parking and 
compliance tickets. Drivers in suspension for reasons other than parking or compliance tickets, such 
as driving under the influence, moving violations, red light camera violations, or failure to pay child 
support, may remain in suspension.   

 

 

 

The  Transit  Table  is  a  coalition  of  Illinois  social  service  providers,  advocates,  and  other 
stakeholders  working  to  eliminate  transportation  barriers  that  keep  people  out  of  work and  
in  poverty.  Among the Transit Table members are:  

ACLU of Illinois Americans for Prosperity– Illinois 

Chicago Appleseed Fund for Justice 

Chicago Jobs Council 

Chicago Urban League 

Community Organizing and Family Issues (COFI) 

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights 

Revolution Workshop 

Woodstock Institute 

 

For more questions, go to www.chicago.gov/newstartchicago or call 312-744-PARK 

Contact: Eric Halvorson at eric@cjc.net or 312-255-0436 

or Jenna Severson at jseverson@woodstockinst.org or 312-368-0310  

https://cjc.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Press-Release-L2W-Passes.pdf
http://www.chicago.gov/newstartchicago
mailto:jseverson@woodstockinst.org
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