"INCOME SHARES"
CHILD SUPPORT MODEL

In July 2017, Illinois adopted the "Income Shares” model for determining child support.
Forty-one states in the US use this model—which expects both parents to contribute to

the child’s costs, regardless of child's residence—rather than the "percentage of income”
model, that sets support as a percentage of only the noncustodial parent's income.

The income-shares model increases eligibility for child support and more accurately considers
parents' contributions to the children’'s' home expenses in setting the support level; still, the model
has been criticized in the past for using an assessment that ignores economic differences across counties.

THE "INCOME SHARES MODEL"
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‘ OBLIGATION FOR ONE CHILD IS $1,445. THIS WOULD BE DIVIDED
BETWEEN THE TWO ACCORDING TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL INCOME.
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09

Ji

L)

IF A PARENT’S INCOME IS AT OR BELOW 75% OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL (FOR A ONE-
PERSON FAMILY), THE COURT ORDERS A $40/MONTH CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION PER CHILD.

A JUDGE'S ORDER MAY DEVIATE FROM THE STATE GUIDELINES
WHEN A CHILD HAS SPECIAL NEEDS OR THE PARENT HAS CHILD
SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS IN ANOTHER, UNRELATED FAMILY.
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http://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/calculating-child-support
http://www.illinois.gov/hfs

