May 23, 2022

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
121 N. LaSalle St. Unit 507
Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Mayor Lightfoot,

We, the undersigned organizations, representing thousands of Chicago’s residents, advocates,
service providers, and policy experts, are writing to call on your office to change course in
attempts to address violence in our city.

Each summer, our communities suffer from heightened gun violence as temperatures rise. We
know that gun violence plaguing our city is rooted in economic disinvestment and instability.
Across the country, gun violence has risen sharply throughout the pandemic, a time when many
have not had their basic needs met. While in recent years, you have talked more about
prioritizing community investments and violence interruption, your public responses to violence
in the press continue to insist on more pretrial jailing, which has been shown to destabilize
communities and exacerbate the violence we’re all working to address. You have repeatedly
blamed violence on local criminal legal system reforms without evidence, ignoring the fact that
violence has increased all over the country, even where reforms have not been implemented.
You have even advocated for new laws and practices that would incarcerate more people
pretrial. These punitive policies and rhetoric are damaging to our collective efforts to attain true
community safety. Our city has the second highest per capita spending on police in the country
and is home to the country’s largest single-site jail, yet our neighborhoods are still continually
subjected to high levels of gun violence.

This year, we say no more. We cannot accept more of the same harmful narratives and
policies from City Hall that sideline the root causes of violence and criminalize
community members, all while failing to meaningfully invest in what truly keeps us safe.

Our communities’ greatest resource is its people, and it is harmful when our mayor insists that
systemic problems will be solved by simply arresting and locking more of our neighbors away.
Ne are calling on you to abandon these policies that have failed to keep us safe, and focus on
investing in:

e Community-based violence interruption programs
Supportive resources for survivors of violence, including gender-based violence
Restorative justice
Youth programs
Stable affordable housing
Good paying jobs with benefits
Quality public mental and physical health care




These are the resources that our communities need to thrive, and as long as punishment is
prioritized over these supports, we will not achieve community safety. We challenge you to
honestly engage in conversations about the need to heal trauma and address structural inequity
to make Chicago communities safer. As long as trauma is punished instead of healed, our city
will remain trapped in cycles of violence. As long as we fail to redress the economic inequities
that precede community violence, we will not be able to stop it. As long as we rely on the
systems that have harmed us, we will continue to get the same results.

Tackling violence at the root is a challenging feat, especially when it is entrenched by decades
of systemic disinvestment. However, investing in real, deep healing will be worth it, and can
prevent more lives from being destroyed or lost to punitive, reactive, and ruthless systems of
punishment. Chicagoans of various neighborhoods, socioeconomic backgrounds, and identities
have long called for restorative approaches to addressing violence in our communities; this
most notably includes survivors of violence. Our city is ready to take a public health approach to

addressing this long standing issue. As mayor, you have the opportunity and responsibility to
move our city forward this summer, beyond the cycles of bloodshed and blame, and into
progress toward a future where we all can truly thrive. Please rise to the occasion so that our

city can rise as well.

Thank you for your consideration,
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