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Rivera conviction
deserves 2nd look,
despite complaints :

xasperation isthe natural frst

last week

e e i Aweum St
s reversed—

\lm‘l.rnmllJv: mmnn—!bttulwll‘
tion of a man serving Wé in Drlnm for rap-
ing and murdering an 11-year-old girl

Damn technicalities! 'rmmg Hnuy Siaker
‘was attacked and killed in Waukegan in

August 1992, Lake County lulhnrill-hwll
signed confession from Juan Rivera and a
Jury found him guilty,

Now along comes a three-judge appellate
lllllll to u!’ that mverl nw 24, deserves a

e, his lawyer was pro.

L two,
impropery criticized num.mnumg
devices; three, it was hearsay evidence
e testifed th & third

about the slaying, four, a witness should
not have been to offer his npinhn
that another potential suspect w
LTy £ T, B 0 Gk o o o e
Rivera's lawyer blew it by not mak-
ing that other suspect part of the defense.
— Notabombshell in
the bunch. in fac, o
one reason alone was
Troubling enough fo reverse
questions e comvcton, the
court said. It over-
surround the turned this major
case against case hﬁd on the
cumulative effect of
Jwon Rivera. what Lake County
2 Siates Aty Mike
aller complained

were “very minor mvurm He added,
*That's not dolng Justi

But Waller had it wrong. “Doing justice”
was exacily what the court was about In
deflly reversing the Rivera conviction, pre-
serving the main elements of the prosect-
Hmammhulmuﬂngllhnlfnralnwb—
needed second lool

Fact Is, ummung uestions surround the
case against Juan Rivera. An electronic
home-monitoring device he was weariny

killed at a luhyammg job. DNA and hair
evidence taken from the victim points away
from him, and fingerprint analysis nrum
b Ko, Which B Tequesed, doss
lmpllml
The cunmalun upon which the state
bases ts case was oblained 10 weeks after
the slaying in the middie of the night after
Rivera, whose 1Q measured 79, had been

near the time of the purported confession,
and Rivera claims o have no memory of
making the confession.

i . police did not tape the confes-
sion, have Rivera write it out by hand (as
he had done in the case of an earlier auto
burglary) or save their notes from the
Interrogation. Meanwhile, other witnesses
have implicated an unindicted man who
allegedly admitted to killing Holly and

material is ol

whose gene
tent with that which a defense expert
detected on a swab taken nmn nm vlcum

On the other hand, Rivera
member and A thief Whose allbi or the.
night of the slaying kept changing. A team
of veteran officers swore to the authenticity
of his confession.

Reading between the lines of the Appel:
late Court ruling—often necessary to divine
the real sense behind it—the judges seem to
D& troubied by the toalty of th clrctiu-
Sences end smir ta fsion b boen
done. Were utl ivera more
powerful, Do purt kely would have

deemed these say

same m
error,” which is legalese for “Hey, no trial
s perfect; we still think he's gullty.”

“Honest judges will admit that they often
start with the idea of how a case should
‘come out, then find the legal lul.nnrlry to

ppurl 1t s-m Kent College of Law

fessor Richard Kling. “This is often ln !Y?-
npenlng]asmn for law students.”

Adds Albert Alschuler of the University
of Chicago Law School: “If judges believe
that the eriminal justice machine may have
run someone over, they will find a way to
stop it.”

cmng oft:maligned “technicali-
ties" —seeming fine points of the law—is a
way frlr appellate judges to do this wl(llaul
playing 13th juror or impugning prosecu-
tors, trial judges or police.

“With a case this iffy," goes the plain-lan-
guage translation of the 36-page appellate
ruling in Rivera, “we'd better be extra sure
we've been exira fair before putting a guy
away for life.”

That's not exasperating. It's comforting.

Email: ericzorn@antcom
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News from

along with reports from
around the region.

DuPage chief sues Empress over sale

By Ted Gregory

“Trmuwe STary Warmen
DuPage County Board Chair-

on an agreement to buy Im
ownership in
$1.1 Liltuﬂ

charge comes af a some-
wlm lum]mmmu time for th

which reportedly is up

(nr II.IE as its revenue continues
fo drop. Once among the state’s

most lucrative casinos, the

a drop of
7 million in receipts in
ﬂnlnh:r camplred with the
last year—a decline
nmum Ln part by the success
of a sister casino in Hammond,
Ind. A partnership lawsuit is
pending in that venture as
In a lawsuit filed In D
County Clrcuit Court, the
County Board chairman, who
owns 2.2 percent of the Joliet
casino, charges that partner

Charles P. Hammersmith Jr.
agreed in a June meeting at the
Pheasant Run Resort that the
mmlmru ylrmerﬁ would buy
Franzen's

“Al the cunzlmion ur their
it Run meeting,” the suit,
filed Friday, states, “Hammer-
smith shook hands with Fran-
zen and conlrllulmd Franzen
o having s ed
hr the ule of his

Emmsl ol
The l:nmnlsm! adds that the

Empress Board of Directors
affirmed that agreement in
with Franzen on J
21 and Aug. 16, The suit also
states that the board on Oct. 11
directed an Empress atiomey to
send Franzen a draft of the
greement.

But on Nov. 7, the lawsuit
alleges, Hammersmith phoned
Franzen and told him the boa
:Il:rlw!d the deal five days ear-

er.

“Gayle, they screwed you,"

Hammersmith reportedly told
Franzen. “I don't know what
hay knew we had a
deal but they just changed their
minds.”

Franzen tried to determine
what wem wEoBE, the suit
states, only told by board

ing our word to you, I guess
oud have a polnt” according
to the sui

Se EmpRess, PGt 5

Historic find may dredge up
more of canal’s glory days

ammﬂsl

When it opened in 1648, the Illinols and
Michigan Canal was a hub of activity.

Boals took passengers up and down u--
canal, stopping at such places as Loc!
Joliet, Morris and . As hnlunan
shouted from ship to ubare, mules walked
along the adjacent tow path,
and ferries loaded with !uc!l W as lum:
ber, . lone. ‘iron ore, grain

were the days wnm the c: -nnl was
Ih! bﬁsl way to get fhml Lake Michigan to
the Illinois River and on to the Mississippi.
ra in 1854 when indus.
try opted for a new and faster transporta.
tion mode: railroads.
Now new insights about that period could
emerge {rom a canal bed site in Morris.
State and local and sts
II"E excited about the recent rediscovery of
the partial skeletons of seven 19th-Century
‘wooden barges.
“On the Illinois and Michigan Canal, this

|nn-mmms mmmm
gan Canal, stopping at such places as Lockport, Joliet, Morms and LaSalle-Peru

the barges]

is an unusual find” said Harold Hassen, the
cultural resources coordinator for the llli
nois Department of Natural Resources. The
department oversees the canal from near
Lemont Peru.

“It is a unique experience for us [to study
1t adds another dimqnmn for
us to learn about the canal,”

t o

late 1970s.

who was an archeologist from 1956 10 the

Last week, two employees of Fever River
nmmcn a Springfield-based firm specializ-
ical preservation and archeol-

nnl bmn tediously documenting the boats,

The remains of seven 19th Century wooden
barges were recently rediscovered in an
Illinois and Michigan Canal bed in Morris.

Tune
Historian Christopher Stratton (left,
left photo) and Floyd Mansberger
map the remains of
at the llinois and Michigan Cena| in
Morris. After

mented and detailed drawings are

National Register of Historic Places.

Early part of waterway’s past still murky

By Ken 0l

SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

100

cargo traveled on the lllinois and Michi-

which are I'a feet tall, 14 to 16 feet wide
and 100 feet los

In the next lwn weeks ar mploy-
ses will also make detailed duwmus and
try to determine how the boats were con-

seven barges

ter the boats are docu-

Sk CaNAL, Pace 2

Group homes are accused
of unfair labor practices

By T. Shawn Taylor

Trinuse Starr Wi

A private, notfor-profit opera-
tor of group homes for the
developmentally disabled was
accused of unfair labor prac-

misuse of public funds
Monday by employees, south
suburban elected officials and
religious leaders.

State Sen. William Shaw (D-
Chicago) said he called the
meeting Monday at the Haci
enda Hotel in Chicago Helghts
to pledge support to the Frances
House Inc. workers. Shaw was
joined by newly elected Demo
cratic state legisla
tors—Sen.elect Debbie Halvor.
son of Crete. Repelect George
Scully of Flossmoor, and Rep.

elect MLcM!I Glglln of South
Holland—and Sauk Village
Mayor Mnrk Collins and the
Chicago Interfaith Committee on
Waorker Issues.

“1 don't think this s 4 union
issue; I think this s a right ver-
sus wrong Issue,” said Giglio.

Since efforts 10 Join the Amer-
ican Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees Coun-
«cil 31 began last year, employees
of Frances House said they
feared for their jobs in the face
of multiple firings.

They said "they also ques-
tioned a 1985 report from the
linols. atiorney general's office
that shows Frances House hav-
ing millions of dollars in sur-

Sex Homes, Pace 4

‘Part of our culture’
A young dancer helps
dedicate a shrine to
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Page 7

True holiday spirit

The where and when of

gving and volunteering.
Page 7

Ryan plans to cut state’s
use of private attorneys

By Sue Ellen Christian
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Ilinai’ top attorney is seek.

dle the state's legal hilil!l!ss
even as Gov. Jim Edgar digs
deeper into state pockets [0
farm out work on the Melgs
Alrport fight.

Atty. Gen. Jim Ryan intends
1o pitch Edgar a plan early next
year on how to reduce the $115
million In legal fees the state
paid 1o private law firms last
fiscal year, The attorney general
must approve the use of private
lawyers to represent the state in
litigation; legal work is often
sent {o outside firms If the job
requires many lawyers, much

L

time or special expertise.
Ryan's proposal will require

lower e Dl fo oulside Counsel,
said Stephen J. Culliton, Ryan's
chief of stafl.

“We think this office should
be expanded so some matters
that are currently outside coun-
sel will no longer be so; we've
made some progress,” Culliton
said .

Ryan’s pitch to Edgar will
focus on the roughly §3 million
a year the siate’s Transportation

ent spends to hire pri-

vate firms to handle land con-
demnation cases.

Sux Ryax, Pacs 2
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yan lso is taking over one of
e aies largest child et
;Iulu from the pri firm thaf
o

ol up & unit o state inwyers to
handle DCPY &

also wants to set up a spe-

nl.l Ilﬂllmm unit to
stich as the state's battle to stop
Chicago Mayor Richard Daley
from converting Meigs Field into

a park, said (‘ulll
Edgar said he supports Ryan's
—but only “if he can
in-house.”

of these cases are di t for
years and years, and it's ﬂlﬂ'ltllll
o change counsel in the middle of
8

Edgar attributed part of the
problem ta the steady barrage of

suits piled on the state. “I people
would sf

stop &
have to spend all this money. We
et sued too much, and it costs
the taxpayers too much,” he said.
ﬁ?ﬂilﬂl the airport battle this
fall, Edgar said, “We don't spend
much on Melgs compared to

§2 mil-
lion annually, despite & “govern-
ment rate” lrulm]ly l!!v!ll the
state m ha reduction of private

The child welfare agency has
legal bills oms ‘million {0

Edﬂr'l idlnlnmrlllnn has so
far let contracts worth up fo
mmu to the law firm of Miller,

n. Hamilton, Kurton and
Schlib o provide i

Meigs. The city and Eﬁm Park.
District also retained outside
counsel in the fight, with bills
totaling about $800,000 5o far.

Culliton said. IM 5])erlll litiga-
tion unit would st

‘Sometimes nm\e firms are
throwing 10 to 15 lawyers on
something on a 24-hour basis; |
don't know yet whether we're
0ing to be able to match that
capability, but maybe we can take

the more mlmu] cages and go
from there,” n satd.

inois lﬂlcnnll.l‘enll) mlll L]
‘million to $11 million anm

outside legal work over the pm
six years.

A key reason for the
side lawyers is lhll some lhlr
officials have fel

tyan

pared to take office in Jnmllry

lssrx The review was based on
past administrations’

and relled on Interviews with
lawyers and

“Representatives of state agen-
cles to whom we spoke com-
plained that it was difficult to
communicate with assistant attor-
llaYl general and that certain

meies do not trust the (office)
10 provide high duality represen:
tation,” said the 1995 report.

Whi o ek b S200 ey at
the problem by raising the entry-

before
there are 266 atto
non-attorneys in t
according to Ryan's staff.

For years, DCFS has been criti-
cized for spending millions on litl
gation that could go toward

roving services to children.

“It's to our advantage fo have
inside counsel,” said DCFS

and if it saves the state money it
makes a lot of sense.”

Ryan plans fo add a new eight
person unit next year to Lake over

Southwest overnight

A DIGEST OF LATE NEWS REFORTS, COMPILED BY ALLANGRAY.

LOCKPORT
City will keep contractors
on police station project

Lockport hus declied to stck with the architectural and
general contracting fl design and construction of
i cltys new polie iy
The City Couneil vtﬂ!d 71 Monday night to approve a new

agreement with architectural firm L2/ Filliung, of Glen Ellyn, to
redesign 1he aclly. which came [n €15 mm.mu over budget
when bids were opened an ed in L The pact also
calls for retention of general cnmnv:lur }lenry Bm- Co., of
Hickory Hills

Clly officials are aiming for the new bidding process to start

uary.
Ill November 1984, voters approved million bond Lsaue for

and

Ing on how It is set up, it has the
patential for savings, and we
b can be of assistance to
ua: mys IDOT epokesman Bich
ard Adorjan.

Canal

Cowmuen row Pace 1
structed. They will also search for
cargo that could be scatlered
froughont 8 148-{he
AD0-feel-long section in 2 Mecrin

“It is important [to document
the barges],” said Lee Hanson,
executive director of the I & M
Canal National Heritage Corridor
Commission. “We don't have
mich in terms of details about the
early boats.
‘Canal traffic dropped slowly

a 01
were plying the canal by 19104 uml
in recent years, water levels

and down the canal dropped to
few feet, Just enough to float

his Is he ,eczmd time that the
boats have become visible. The
first time was back in 1976, State
officials, Hassen said, ordered an
aerial survey, which stowed the
:vu!l}ne of the boats. .
rger. the SDrlnkﬂeld man who
s Teading the documentation
effort, consulied those photos as
he prepared for the job.
This year, the boats emerged in
Augusi, the result of a disaster.

&
an overhead bridge crashing
down with it. That bridge blocked
waters that flow into the canal

causing it fo dry up.

Though the boats are now
exposed {0 the environment, they
are not in 50 much danger that
they must be removed, Hassen
said. Instead, the boats were prob-
ably best protected when they
were submerged, he

After the barges are docu-
mented, the department will make
a recommendation about their
future to the Illinois Historic Pres-
ervation Agency, Hassen said. The
harges could be eligible for place-
ment on the National Register of
Historic Places, a determination

an after the
mentation is finished. he added.

In the interim, discovery of the
boats started a debate about their
future, a decision that the Depart
ment of Natural Resources will
make. If the boats are raised, they
would have fo be placed into a
similar environment to prevent
deterioration, Hassen said
Though some people have called
for displaying the boats, finding
an appropriate place would be dif-
ficult. be said.

Mansberger said the chances of
raising the barges intact are lim-
ited. Only “bits and pieces” could
be raised,

“They are best yrmama if they
are in the gro id Hanson.
"1 Wmlld nn‘rvr Ivu'fmg them
alon

Preservationist Floyd Mansberger

Trbie: phata by Karen Engsirom
studies the wooden remains of

19th Century barges at the llinois and Michigan Canal in Morris.

as3
of the facility at Farrell Road and Weis Lane.
project has met an array of ﬂ Il nd cnl:;lnn:llon is nor

pring.
“The $40,000 !!d.L\im will |'ml lhe facility at 16,000 square feet,

down from 21,000 sqy

not have happened if this were

'lollld
A nid Ald. Kenneth Geuther, acknowledging a droj
me areas. “But we have fo compromise to  foomms
close t\)] IJ|B -mwm of the bond issue.
Scott Gregory

RICHTON PARK
Private stable
rejected by board

iton Park Village
llnlml um-tl

MOKENA
Buffer is offered
in project proposal

Keoping 2 huffer botween

residential and
along 181t Street sur
as 4 key Issie in a plan

for the area unvelled Monday

night

Homeowners are concerned

about the effec

developme

nelghborhood. village oft

nnm stabia outsiee the viy

Am.uu he zoning varia

T from the

Caok County Zoning, Board

af Appeals, the location at

1220 Dewey Ave. is within

the village's 1's-mile plan
ning jurisdiction

n was urged by the

rk Planning and

Jmnng Commission on Nov.

mends sepa-
ating residenial and

ce buildings.
otoveky said,
mething that is Choth the Planning and Zon
1ng Commission and the Vil
Ige Board said the 13acre
parcel is not large enough fo
accommodate a home. 5 pole
barn and open space that
would be required (0 prop-

erly care for two horses.
Members of both panels
saiil construction of the

‘The $12000 study of 191st
Street between La Grange
Road on the east and Wolf
Road on the west was under-
taken by Camiros Lid. The
corridor has some vac
land and some Imxl“v‘(\
mostly v (he eest of Sehoal all stable would have a
house Road, and some resi tive impact on other
dential dv\‘t-lwmnrlv! jopment in the area

Pat Harper Charles Stanley

4 M. Do’ request, a donstion has baen made o Sarah's Cce, Washiagton, D -

Not doing anything?

okend (o p
W =%

If you have a iitle extra time on your hands, there’s never

been a bet

peson for a getaway 10 Paris than our special

fare. Just book your Mlight before midnight, Novembe

and plan 10 lea

from Chicago O'Hare Airport on

Thursday or Friday, returning the following Monday
or Tuesday. The fare is good for departures througl
December 13, 1996, or between January 9 i March

low might be the best

agent or

After all, a fare this
ws vou've had in a lon,

ROUNDTRIP

V 7/ 4

P|(-p-.mi-Gn Cellular & Forever Page
The Perfect Gifts!!

No Monthly Chalge

18 message slots » Clockf
+lacmp +Moliplelas * Moske
or beep alert » Calling party pays

99 et Only $2995

Panasonic Phone
with 30 minutes of ime
*No Credit Checks  Oply
*No Cantracts
*No Activation Fee

WELLTURNON
YOUR PHONE for§35
includes 30 min, airtime

24 Locations

Call 1-800- -
662-4536

a3t VPARIS fares. Va or depariun rom Chicago (0'vare) o Thurs. o . o 21 - 0. 13,

wamng

10 by o est 1V cass Not il e e
o, an M 11, 1987

M.

1 Mo it pramations. ccuparn. wocher,
e —

o
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The Safowatch® Plus
l"mﬂl includes:
Two door centacts detect eniry
Interior alarm heigs aler you 10 an trusion
Elactronic motin detector neips delect
rovement msae your home and business

aypad ualt arms. isares. andcortrols your system
Window decals and yard sign warn itrugers before ey attempt a breskan.
Central station moiboring prowdes rotecan 24 hours 3 0ay, 7 days & weeh
Froe new system relocation f you move between 210 5 years of nstataton We wil
513l starcond ADT Safewatch Plus Sccusty sysien, hoe iNorihy monvomg recured

- Save *100

Rogutarty $199. Now ony $99 lastalled.
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